Meet Vijay Parmar

Founder
Rallye Raid de Himalaya — 1999 to 2018

Indian National TSD Rally Championship — 6 Rallies

Chief Instructor Triumph Training Academy
Ducati Rider Experience (DRE) Instructor
Ride Leader BMW Motorrad Mountain Safari
Ride Leader/ Instructor Triumph Tiger Trails
CEO Xplorearth

President, Himalayan Motorsport Assn
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Adventurer

The first
motorcyclist

in the world

to reach

Daulat Beg Oldie.

DBO is India’s
northern most
military outpost
Since 1938!

Led the first ever
motorcycle
expedition to the
Karakoram

Pass (5661 mtrs)
in April 2019
facing
temperatures
below

minus 37 celsius!!




Competitor
Y

@HIMALAYAN
MOTORSPORT
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Vijay took part in the Xtreme
Moto category of the Rally
Desert Storm in 2013 -15.

Podium finishes in 2013
And 2015 with 1stin Gp Al

Took part in the India Baja in
2016 and finished 3rd.

Stood back from active two wheel
motorsport in 2018, at the age

of 58, after being in competitive
motorsport from 1988 to 2018 —
all of 30 years!



Writer

Shaft Drive-Vijay’s
Monthly column for
Fast Bikes magazine
is based solely on all
things ADV.

From selecting a moto
to setting it up and
deciding whether to
use panniers or soft
luggage — everything is
covered in his column.

Safety tips take up a
large part of the advice
and 42 years of

motorcycling has the text

reeking of experience!

Shaft drive

Looking around for that perfect ADV to ride off into the sunset and the
adventures that lay beyond? Let off-road specialist Vijay Parmar guide you to
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Shaft drive

There's a whole wide world out there for riders who are not afraid to get out
of their comfort zone and experience for themselves the sights and sounds
that can never be enjoyed from the supposed luxury of the couch, says Vijay
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Motorsport

Vijay's passion for motorsport matured when he
crossed Ladakh in a VW Beetle in 1996, and when
he had the completely insane idea for a rally
across the frozen plains of Rupshu. Known as the
Raid-de-Himalaya, this 2500km-long annual
celebration of insanity is now 20 years old.

The Mughal Rally is another brainchild. To take a
hundred cars, on the route that Akbar used to
conquer Kashmir (and one that Jehangir perished
on) seemed a great way to spend a weekend. Ten
years into this conquest of the Pir Panjal, Vijay is
constantly looking to newer frontiers. In 2019, he
took his RE Himalayan to the Karakoram Pass —
the northernmost tip of India-becoming the first
civilian to set foot there!
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Motorsport

Vijay co-founded the
Raid de Himalaya in
1999.

The world’s highest
rally is today 20 years
old!

Overseeing 250 4x4’s
and motorcycles running
the stages in Ladakh,
Lahaul, Spiti and
Zanskar is a mammoth
task.

Himalayan Motorsport
and Xplorearth run it
like a military operation.
Vijay heads both!




Motorsport

In 2016, Vijay introduced Zom 4 ’
the Moto-Adventure 4 RAID DE HIMALAA
category for big bore T e :

bikes. It is the finest real
Himalayan adventure!

Set in an unreal
landscape the event
runs in the most hostile
terrain and weather
known to man!

Tracking motorcycles
and providing rescue
facilities with air
ambulance in the
remotest areas is
Himalayan Motorsport’'s
speciality. Vijay has been |
President of this team for
20 years! =



Rides and Training

As the Ride Leader

for the Tiger Trails
Splendid Spiti, since

its inception in 2016,

the design, difficulty

levels and the safe
execution of the ride

have been Vijay’s creation
and responsibility.

The Tiger Trails Thar
Desert Ride has also
been a great Training
and Experience ride
being entirely curated
by Xplorearth —

Vijay's adventure company!

‘The high mountains,
deserts and jungles-

“All are our playgrounds” he [

muses!
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Rides and Training

In August 2018 the
BMW Motorrad
Mountain Safari
took 22 riders
aboard the 1200 GS
from Delhi to Leh
via Manali, Pangi,
Kishtwar, Kashmir,
Kargil and Zanskar!

The tough ride lasted
13 days and covered
over 3500 kms.

Vijay led the epic ride
and the experience
was, according to him,
‘Once in a Lifetime’.




Rides and Training

In May 2016 Vijay attended the
Ducati Rider Experience

Instructor Certification Program

in Bangkok, Thailand, and cleared it.

In 2017, Ducati invited him

to clear the updated course anew
and asked him to start the DRE
Off Road Days program.

The first DRE Off Road Days
Training was held in Gurgaon at the |
Off Road Adventure Zone

Facility and was a huge success, >
with Vijay as the Chief Instructor.

This year’s program is scheduled
in October and promises to be as 2 : |
successful as before! = - s
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Recognition

Vijay was

honoured with a
‘Lifetime Contribution
To Motorcycling’
Award at the India
Bike Week !

Here Mark Wilsmore,
owner of the Ace Café,
London looks on

benignly.

‘It wasn’t so tough lifting ') , e 1
the 13 kg trophy % ; '\'DIA =
with one hand’ Vijay | R %,E'é(':

said, when asked how
it felt to be honoured!




Nomad

When not writing,
riding or training
riders half his age,
Vijay spends his
waking hours
exploring the Western ta g
Himalayas. ‘
On a motorcycle.

For the sheer joy of it! =



